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Highlights

Presentation of the report on the AGRI mission to Bulgaria, 29-31 October 2018

A delegation of the AGRI Committee visited Bulgaria from 29
to 31 October 2018. The aim of the mission was to assess the
recent Bulgarian Presidency in the field of agriculture. During
the visit, members met with the Bulgarian Minister of
Agriculture and his team, the Chairwoman of the Agriculture
Committee of the Bulgarian Parliament, NGOs and farmers
representatives, and visited different rural areas.

Presentation of the draft delegated act on applications for protection of designations
of origin, geographical indications and traditional terms in the wine sector

Following a decision of AGRI coordinators, representatives of
the Commission (DG AGRI) will present the state of play of the
draft Delegated Regulation regarding the application for
protection of designations of origin, geographical indications
and traditional terms in the wine sector and explain the most
recent developments regarding this delegated act.
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Presentation of Special report on Animal welfare in the EU: closing the gap between
ambitious goals and practical implementation

Members will discuss the findings of ECA special report No
31/2018, which, the Court Member Janusz Wojciechowski
will present. The EU has some of the world’s highest animal
welfare standards, partly embedded in the CAP, which
contributes to animal welfare objectives through cross-
compliance and by financing activities and projects for
animal welfare under rural development. The ECA special
report examines how these standards are implemented in
practice.

Presentation of an EPRS Study on Animal Transport

Mr Willy Baltussen, a Dutch expert, will present two studies
prepared in order to provide expertise for the draft
implementation report on the protection of animals during
transport within and outside the EU. The first study examines
the implementation of the policy with a focus on data
recording for the period 2009-2015, whereas the second
examines the compliance with the technical rules on fitness
for transport.

Work in progress

Implementation report on the protection of animals during transport within and outside
the EU

The rapporteur Mr Jørn Dohrmann (ECR, DA) will present his
draft report on the implementation of Regulation 1/2005 on
the protection of animals during transport within and outside
the EU. The rapporteur concludes that the overall degree of
implementation has been insufficient to improve animal
welfare during transport. The draft report also includes a
series of recommendations, among others a proposal for
reducing animal journey times through alternative strategies,
updating the rules on the basis of the latest scientific
knowledge, improving the definition of "fitness for
transport", and tackling the problem of insufficient animal
transport standards in third countries.
The deadline for tabling amendments is 7 December.
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Unfair trading practices in business-to-business relationships in the food supply chain

The rapporteur Mr Paolo De Castro (S&D, IT) will report to
AGRI committee on the progress of trilogue negotiations. The
AGRI committee’s decision to enter into negotiations was
approved in Plenary with a large majority on 25 October.
Since then, three trilogues have taken place. A critical fourth
trilogue will be held in the evening of 6 December. Should it
prove necessary, a fifth trilogue has been planned for 12
December. The AGRI negotiation team and the Austrian
Presidency have established an accelerated timeline in the
hope to reach an agreement before the end of this year.

Votes

Minimum requirements for water reuse

Members will vote on the draft opinion by Ms Marijana Petir
(EPP, HR) to the ENVI Committee report on the Regulation
applicable to reclaimed water intended for specific uses. In
total 171 amendments have been tabled and the rapporteur,
has negotiated 12 compromise amendments to facilitate the
vote.

Common provisions regulation

Members will also vote on the draft opinion by Ms Maria
Gabriela Zoană (S&D, RO) on the Common Provision
Regulation (CPR). In total 187 amendments have been tabled
and the rapporteur has negotiated 4 compromise
amendments to facilitate the vote.
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Next committee meeting
07 January 2019 (15.00 - 18.30) (Brussels)
14 January 2019, 19.00 – 21.00 (Strasbourg)
23 January 2019, 9.00 – 12.30 and 14.30 – 18.30
24 January 2019, 9.00 – 12.30 (Brussels)
29 January 2019, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)

Useful links
AGRI website Calendar of AGRI meetings
Webstreaming EP Press releases on agriculture
Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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